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Abstract
The aim of the present study was When the results for each person were analysed individually by microbe and number of Ig classes found positive, the patients were generally positive in antibodies of two or more Ig classes whereas spouses had antibodies of one Ig class only. Table 4 shows the occurrence of the most common combinations. Against the fungi, the most common combination is the presence of IgG and IgA antibodies against T vulgaris; patients were positive in three or all four Ig classes (three patients). Only two spouses in the study group Table 5 shows the results when both the microbe and the Ig class were taken into account. As could be expected IgG antibodies against T vulgaris gave the best distinction between the patients and the healthy spouses. A panel consisting of IgG antibodies against T vulgaris and IgA antibodies against A fumigatus classified the patients and the spouses correctly in 94% of the cases, with a coefficient of determination of 72%. The addition of M faeni and A umbrosus to the panel only slightly improved the discrimination between the study groups. When the titres of spouses with symptoms of farmer's lung and those of the corresponding patients were excluded from the analysis the results remained essentially the same.
Discussion
Serological diagnosis in farmer's lung depends on several factors. The choice of microbial antigens is 
